	Learning category 

Search and examination



	Title of event
How to understand EPO search reports and written opinions 
(advanced level)



	Reference                                                                    OC09-2014



	Description
	This public seminar focuses on the search reports and written opinions issued by the EPO and how to interpret the information they contain. In particular, the seminar reiterates the relevant regulations, terms and expressions used in European search reports (EESR) and international search reports (ISR), as well as the interpretation and analysis of search results and findings of written opinions. It will look at different scenarios associated with the understanding of written opinions, including special situations such as lack of unity, complex applications, incomplete search and exclusions from patentability. The seminar takes into account different technical areas (chemistry, physics-electricity, mechanics). Supported by lectures and exercises, participants will acquire hands-on experience in dedicated workshops and have the opportunity to discuss related topics with EPO experts, as well as in plenary sessions. 



	Target group
	· Staff of the national offices of the EPO member states

· Staff of the national offices of the non-member states

· PATLIB centres 

· Interested public

	Learning objectives
	On completion of this seminar participants will be familiar with the structure of the search reports and written opinions issued by the EPO. They will have a clear understanding of the underlying concepts with a view to harmonising grant procedures and will have learnt how to make efficient use of the information contained in these documents. 

	Content
	· The EESR including the written opinion (ESOP) in the grant procedure at the EPO

· The ISR including the written opinion (WO-ISA) in the PCT phase

· Review of the structure and content of search reports
· Consideration of priority at the search stage

· Categories of cited documents

· The structure and legal basis of written opinions
· The impact of the written opinion in the examination procedure

· Incomplete search and exclusions

· Assessment of novelty and inventive step in written opinions
· Clarity and lack-of-unity objections in written opinions
· Practical exercises: analysis of search results and findings in written opinions

	Date/location
	9-11 April 2014 in Rome, Italy

	Prerequisites
	Participants must have at least intermediate skills in understanding the structure and content of search reports and written opinions.
The working language is English.

	Duration 
	3 days

	Check the  EPO website for updates. For more information contact academy@epo.org


Additional info needed for the IPcal (publication on the Internet)
	Topics
	· The EESR including the written opinion (ESOP) in the grant procedure at the EPO

· The ISR including the written opinion (WO-ISA) in the PCT phase

· Review of the structure and content of search reports

· Consideration of priority at the search stage

· Categories of cited documents

· The structure and legal basis of written opinions

· The impact of the written opinion in the examination procedure

· Incomplete search and exclusions

· Assessment of novelty and inventive step in written opinions

· Clarity and lack-of-unity objections in written opinions

· Practical exercises: analysis of search results and findings in written opinions

	Contact
	European Patent Academy

European Patent Office
Erhardtstr. 27 

80469 Munich

Germany

Tel. +49-89-2399 5454

academy@epo.org


	Deadline
	

	Max. nr. participants
	50

	Language
	English


